






Buffalo Branch Wind Projects

Environmental Studies
Pre-construction wildlife surveys completed for the Project 
are consistent with all applicable U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) guidelines including the Land-based Wind Energy 
Guidelines and Eagle Conservation Plan Guidelines. We are 
coordinating frequently and extensively with federal and state 
environmental agencies, including the USFWS and Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC), to gather all necessary 
baseline data to permit the project. 
The following environmental studies have been completed, are currently underway, or are 
planned to be completed for the Project: 

	• Phase I Environmental Site Assessment – completed 2021
	• Critical Issues Analysis (CIA) – completed 2022
	• Raptor and Eagle Nest Surveys – completed 2023
	• Eagle Surveys, Migration, and Bird Use Counts – completed 2024
	• Bat Acoustic Monitoring – completed 2024
	• Special Status Species Habitat Assessment – completed 2024, to be updated in 2025 

with addition of new project lands
	• Wetland and Waterbodies Surveys – to be completed 2025
	• Cultural Resource Field Studies – to be completed in 2025
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What’s Next?
The Project has been diligently working with the grid operator, 
electrical equipment manufacturers and offtakers for power 
purchase agreements in order to define a concrete schedule. 
Below is an overview of the next steps the Project will be working towards in 2025: 

	• Continuation of environmental field studies and surveys
	• Geotechnical studies to evaluate ground conditions and determine suitable turbine 

locations
	• Updating engineering work 
	• Advancing commercial discussions with interested power purchase customers
	• Land title work and new land acquisition
	• County commissioner discussions 
	• Project cost estimating

There has been significant interest from offtakers given the strong wind resource in 
this part of Missouri and the attractiveness of a later-stage development project with 
an interconnection agreement. We will continue to keep our stakeholders informed 
throughout the development process and will share updates as soon as they are 
available.



Buffalo Branch Wind Projects

Project Siting & Constraints

Some of these factors include:

•	 Environmental features

•	 Noise compliance

•	 Administrative / infrastructure setbacks (property lines, roads, transmission lines, oil & 
gas)

•	 Cultural / land use features

•	 Construction constraints (high slope areas, microwave beam paths)

There are several factors that we must take into consideration 
when siting infrastructure for a project.
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Project Decommissioning
At the end of the Project life, the site will be decommissioned 
and reclaimed based on industry standards and best practices. 
Decommissioning

	• Wind turbines disconnected, dismantled and removed from site
	• Substation components disconnected, dismantled and removed from site
	• Concrete foundations (wind turbine pads, crane pads, substation) removed
	• Overhead electrical cables and support structures removed and taken off site
	• Underground cables removed
	• Roads to be decommissioned and gravel removed*
	• Operations and maintenance building to be removed*
	• Gates and cattle guards to be removed, fence replacement*

Reclamation
	• Roads, turnarounds, crane pads and foundations
	• Decompaction of soil
	• Filling voids and excavations
	• Contouring of land to match pre-construction landscape
	• Reseeding with appropriate seed mix as defined by appropriate governing body

* Unless requested by landowner to be left in place



Visit: 	 bluearthrenewables.com/buffalo-branch

Email: 	projects@bluearthrenewables.com

Phone:	1.844.214.2578

We appreciate the opportunity to share 
more information with you about the 
Buffalo Branch Wind Projects.

We look forward to working with you to 
strengthen the local economy by investing 
in and giving back to the community for 
decades to come.

Thank you 
for attending!


