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The following table summarizes the comments provided during and after (via the questionnaire and email) the September 6, 2012 
Public Meeting for the Nodin Kitagan Limited Partnership Bow Lake Wind Farm (the” Project”).  Responses to these questions are 
being provided based on the status of the Project at the time of the final public meeting (December 2012).  The number in the bracket 
beside each theme indicates the number of similar comments received. 

Theme Comment Response 

Employment 
Opportunities (2) 
 

What are the opportunities for jobs? 
 
 

During construction, it is expected that on average 60-80 
persons may be directly employed. Once commissioned, 
approximately 4-6 full-time operators will maintain the 
facility.  
 

Visual Impacts  
(3 ) 

Concern for disturbance to viewscape of certain 
areas painted by the Group of Seven. 
 

A Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) has been prepared 
for the Project which evaluated potential effects on 
regional cultural heritage resources within the Zone of 
Visual Impact. This included Group of Seven landscapes 
and the Great Lakes Heritage Coast.  The report 
concluded: 
 While the wind turbines will be visible to varying 

extents from different cultural heritage resource 
locations, the Project will have limited effects on 
cultural heritage resources in the area. 

 Various design and turbine siting considerations have 
already been undertaken in order to minimize potential 
effects on cultural heritage resources, and the HIA did 
not recommend further mitigation. 

The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport has reviewed 
the report and was satisfied with this recommendation 

Why has there been no national dialogue on the 
protection of scenic and heritage sites? 
 

While we are not in the position to comment on any 
national dialogue with respect to the protection of scenic 
and heritage sites, a Project specific HIA has been 
prepared which addresses concerns related to the 
protection of scenic and heritage sites (please see the 
above comment). 
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Theme Comment Response 
 

The project will destroy one of the most famous 
and finest sceneries in Canada, including 
cumulative impacts to Lake Superior Provincial 
Park and the Lake Superior Coastline. 
The location of the turbines should not be near or 
visible along the coast of Lake Superior. 
 

Please see the comment above related to the results of 
the HIA that has been prepared for the Project.  In 
addition, NKLP presented visual simulations of the Project 
at the public meeting from several vantage points including 
those along the Lake Superior coastline which generally 
resulted in visibility of the Project from a limited number of 
vantage points. 

Infrastructure 
/Technology () 

Concerned about the damage that may occur to 
new roads.  
 

Potential damage to local roads such as Highway 17 has 
been identified within the Construction Plan Report, 
however, wear on local roads is anticipated to be minimal 
and any excessive road damage will be repaired by the 
Proponent. The Ministry of Transportation will be consulted 
regarding any necessary agreements related to use of 
roads under their jurisdiction for transportation of Project 
materials, in addition to obtaining the required permits for 
use of provincial highways. 
 

Will this project impact snow machine access to the 
site? 
 

Recreational uses such as snowmobiling will not be 
permitted adjacent to work sites during construction to 
ensure the safety of the public and construction crew due 
to the large mobile construction equipment on-site.  
However, following construction, snowmobiling will be 
permitted on the public multi-use and Forest Management 
Plan (FMP) roads. 
 

Concern for road access during construction and 
after the project is built. 
 

During operations, project-specific roads such as those 
connecting public multi-use roads to wind turbine sites will 
likely be equipped with locked access gates for public 
safety and security reasons. Existing public roads and 
new/upgraded FMP roads will not be gated and will remain 
open for public use. 
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Theme Comment Response 
To address concerns related to land access during 
construction, there will be some localized, infrequent and 
temporary closures of roads for the purposes of ensuring 
public safety during construction and major maintenance 
activities. In order to allow continued access for members 
of the public to Crown lands, alternate access routes via 
existing roads may be described in site signage (where 
practical and where alternate access routes are available).  
If utilized, site signage would be located at main access 
points to the Project area such as MacKay Road, Mile 67 
Road, and Trim Lake Road. 

Why is a hydro-electric dam being used in an on/off 
capacity to back wind/solar power? 
 

The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) 
balances the supply with the demand for electricity in 
Ontario and directs the flow of electricity across the 
Province’s transmission lines. Electricity systems are most 
reliable when they have a diversity of generation sources; 
diversity in the types, size and location of facilities. To 
meet peak demand the system relies on facilities that can 
be turned up or down quickly. As a result, every system 
can readily incorporate a portion of variable generation 
sources such as wind power without having dedicated 
backup facilities. Through advanced wind forecasting 
systems and a diversity of locations, IESO is able to 
reliably incorporate renewable wind power into 
the mix. Wind power compliments other sources of 
generation such as hydro-electric and natural gas fired 
generation, providing renewable and emissions free 
electricity. 

Wind energy cannot be stored, however solar 
energy can be and is cheaper to build and use. 
 

Electricity is difficult to store, regardless of the method it is 
generated.  Storage of electricity generated from variable 
sources such as wind or solar power is a developing 
technology and will assist with the integration of these 
technologies into the power grid.  Electricity generated by 
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Theme Comment Response 
solar photovoltaic cells can not be easily stored, however 
solar thermal generation has limited capacity to store heat 
and continue to generate power after the sun goes down.  
Currently, the cost to produce wind power is less 
expensive than solar power, which is reflected in the FIT 
contract price for these technologies. 

Why do wind turbines have to be lit up all night 
long?  Instead, wind turbines should light up when 
something approaches them such as an aircraft.  
 

Federal regulations set by Transport Canada require that 
all wind projects have navigation lighting to ensure the 
safety of aircraft in the area. NKLP will work with Transport 
Canada to reduce the lighting requirements for the Project 
while still meeting all regulatory requirements in an effort to 
address stakeholder concerns related to light pollution. 
 

Cost (11) 

Wind power is way too expensive, concerned there 
will be changes to power prices & increased power 
bills. No subsidies should be paid for electricity. (9) 
 

Electricity costs are increasing for Ontarians due to 
multiple factors including payments for stranded 
debt, refurbishment of existing infrastructure, and the 
increased cost of building new power plants to replace 
aging power plants and meet increasing demand. 
The Feed in Tariff (FIT) contract awarded to the 
proposed wind energy project would pay 13.5 cents / 
KWh. The contract has a term of 20 years to match the 
economic life of the project. The FIT contract rate was 
set by the government to attract investment to Ontario 
and create jobs in the renewable energy sector. The 
price for renewable energy, above the Regulated Price 
Plan (RPP), is paid for by ratepayers. 

Concerned about the inefficiency (< 20%) and cost 
of the up keep of the turbines. (2) 

 

A modern wind turbine produces electricity 70-85% of the 
time, but it generates different outputs dependent on wind 
speed. Over the course of a year, it will generate about 
30% of the theoretical maximum output. This is known as 
its load factor. The load factor of conventional power 
stations is on average 50%.    The operation and 
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Theme Comment Response 
maintenance costs of wind power are low compared to 
conventional power plants, largely due to the fact that the 
wind is a free and widely available energy source, 
therefore once the wind farm is in place, there are no fuel 
or waste related costs.  All upkeep costs are paid for by 
the operator and the contracted price for wind power will 
remain stable for the 20 year life of the FIT contract. 

How much money has already been invested in the 
project? 

 

While we are unable to provide the specific dollar amount 
invested in the project to date, significant investment has 
been made including all feasibility studies, wind resource 
studies and analysis, natural environment and other 
environmental studies to support the REA application and 
engineering design work.  These works included the use of 
local contractors and engineering firms where possible. 

Will there be a reduction in electricity costs due to 
the wind turbine installations? 
 

Many factors impact the cost of power, and rates will likely 
continue to increase - with or without wind energy 
development. 
 
Electricity rates are based on the cost to generate 
electricity from all sources, including hydro, nuclear, coal 
and natural gas. Much of our current infrastructure was 
built at least 30 or 50 years ago, so these generating 
facilities are now starting to require replacement. 
Additional investment will be needed to either replace 
aging power generation facilities or bring new sources – 
such as wind energy, into the market.  

Decommissioning 
() 

A satisfactory decommissioning plan needs to be 
created. 
 

A Decommissioning Plan Report has been prepared which 
identifies how NKLP is committed to returning the site to a 
safe and clean condition after decommissioning in 
accordance with Ministry of the Environment and Ministry 
of Natural Resources requirements. 
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What is the expected useful life of the turbines and 
their mounting pads? 
 

The typical life expectancy of a typical wind turbine is 25 to 
30 years.  However, it is not uncommon for well-
maintained projects to have a longer useful life than the 
design life. To extend the life of the Project it is possible 
that it will be repowered prior to considering any 
decommissioning activities. Repowering may involve, for 
example, switching/updating gearboxes and generators 
with new equipment, replacing blades, and upgrading 
electrical equipment.  
 

Will decommissioning include removing the 
concrete bases of the turbines? 
 

The pedestals will be removed to a depth of approximately 
1 m below grade, which is essentially sufficient to remove 
all anchors, conduits, and cables.  Removing the pedestals 
to the depth of 1 m will minimize the potential effects 
associated with complete removal of the foundation which 
would exceed the potential effects (e.g., erosion, 
sedimentation, noise, and ground and vegetation 
disturbance) of leaving the buried foundation in place. 
 

Are there funds being set aside for wind turbine 
disposal at the end of the project period? 
 

Nodin Kitagan Limited Partnership (“NKLP”), as the owner 
of the proposed wind power project, is responsible for the 
decommissioning of the Project including the cost of 
component removal.  Sufficient funds will be available for 
the decommissioning of the Project.   

Health (6) & 
Safety (2) 
 

Concerned about the health impacts (sound & 
safety) from wind turbines. Would like current 
health impact studies to be presented, which 
provided information on health impacts due to wind 
turbines.  
 
 

In “The Potential Health Impact of Wind Turbines” (May 
2010), Ontario's Chief Medical Officer of Health examined 
the scientific literature, including studies from Europe, 
related to wind turbines and public health, considering 
potential effects, such as dizziness, headaches, and sleep 
disturbance.  
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Theme Comment Response 
 
 
 
 
 

The report concluded that: 
“…the scientific evidence available to date does not 
demonstrate a direct causal link between wind turbine 
noise and adverse health effects. The sound level from 
wind turbines at common residential setbacks is not 
sufficient to cause hearing impairment or other direct 
health effects, although some people may find it 
annoying”. 
 
The report also concluded that low frequency sound and 
infrasound from current generation upwind model turbines 
are well below the pressure sound levels at which known 
health effects occur. Further, there is no scientific evidence 
to date that vibration from low frequency wind turbine 
noise causes adverse health effects. 
 
Health Canada, in collaboration with Statistics Canada, 
recently announced that it will conduct a research study to 
explore the relationship between wind turbine noise and 
health effects reported by, and objectively measured in, 
people living near wind power developments. NKLP is 
supportive of additional peer reviewed scientific studies on 
the topic and is committed to improving our best practices 
of wind power project design and operation as these 
studies draw conclusions on the topic. 
 
Additionally, as concluded within the Design and 
Operations Report, with adherence to safety policies and 
procedures identified in the Report, and the mitigation 
measures proposed, there is minimal increased or new 
risk to public health and safety. 
 

A comprehensive fire plan should be developed, As part of the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) 
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Theme Comment Response 
including arrangements to prevent potential fires. In 
the event of a fire will NKLP be responsible to pay 
for damages to the forest? 
 

approvals and permitting process, NKLP will be required to 
develop a Forest Fire Preparedness Plan which will 
include preventative and emergency measures. 

Concerned about light pollution, and spoiling the 
night sky, due to blinking aircraft lights. What are 
the mitigation plans for this disturbance?  

Federal regulations set by Transport Canada require that 
all wind projects have navigation lighting to ensure the 
safety of aircraft in the area. NKLP will work with Transport 
Canada to minimize the lighting requirements of the 
Project while still meeting all regulatory requirements in an 
effort to address stakeholder concerns related to potential 
light pollution.  
  

Property Values 
(2) 

Concerned for the impacts to property values from 
wind turbines.  
 
 

Given the remote location of the Project, property values of 
nearby areas/communities such as Montreal River and 
Batchewana Bay are not anticipated to be impacted by the 
Project. 

In a general sense, there are conflicting views on the 
effects of wind power projects on property value. To date, 
we have not seen any studies that have shown long term 
decreases in property values.  

Tourism (6) 
 

What information is available in relation to turbine 
impacts on the tourist industry for the area of 
Algoma?  The site of the turbines will drive tourists 
away. 
 
 

As part of the HIA completed for the Project, an 
assessment of the potential effects on the tourist industry 
(from a cultural heritage perspective) was completed. 
In terms of impact upon the tourism industry, the evidence 
points to minimal impact. In addition, the assessment 
included a survey of tourism operators. The findings from 
respondents to a survey of tourist operators along with 
other aspects of the assessment indicate no negative 
impact of the Project upon their business. Indeed, some 
suggest that it may actually stimulate additional business, 
as the Project would be one more interesting attraction in 
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Theme Comment Response 
the area north of Sault Ste. Marie. 
 

Impact on the “wilderness experience” due to 
noise, light, visual intrusion etc., will have an 
impact on hunting camps and lodges. 
 
 

Other than a potential short term disruption to wildlife 
including game species during the construction of the 
Project (e.g. as a result of noise from construction 
vehicles), the Project is not anticipated to have a long term 
negative impact on game species and thus impact hunting 
and other recreational uses of the site.  In addition, other 
existing uses of the Project area include logging, hydro-
electric generation, electricity transmission, mining/quarry, 
and municipal waste disposal. The introduction of wind 
turbines with these existing uses is not anticipated to 
negatively impact any “wilderness experience” of the 
Project area.   
 

Location and 
Land use (4) 

Turbines will create a shortage of land use for 
hunting and fishing. 
 

The land base required for the Project can be considered 
minimal with respect to the amount of Crown land that is 
available for recreational activities such as hunting and 
fishing.  In addition, existing and proposed public multi-use 
and FMP roads will be upgraded and/or constructed, thus 
potentially improving recreational opportunities within the 
area.   However, access to previously inaccessible areas 
has been minimized to the extent practical through the use 
of existing roads and trails for Project access. 
 

Who owns the land? (Crown or Batchewana First 
Nation) 
 

The Project will be located predominantly on Provincial 
Crown Land with the exception of a small portion of Project 
infrastructure that is located on patent land. In addition to 
being located on Crown Land, the Project falls within the 
territory of the Batchewana First Nation of Ojibways. The 
Project has worked closely with the Batchewana First 
Nation over the past several years, developing a 
meaningful relationship that respects the interests of both 
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parties. 
 

Too much land (15,000 to 20,000 acres) is 
destroyed for wind energy, as opposed to 
conventional power plants (150-200 acres). 
 

The land mass required for each turbine (shown as the 
turbine laydown area within the site plan) is approximately 
2 hectares (4.96 acres) per turbine (total of 178.5 acres for 
the turbine component of this Project). 
 

Is Crown land not for the people? 
 

Use of Crown land is directed via the policies identified 
within the Crown Land Use Policy Atlas.  As identified 
within the Crown Land Use Policy Atlas, the general land 
use intent for the lands in which the Project Location will 
be situated is forest management, mineral exploration, 
mining, hydroelectric power generation, tourism, Crown 
land recreation, and public recreation. In addition, all other 
land uses will be permitted in the area. Specifically, this 
includes, but is not limited to, activities such as Aggregate 
Extraction, Commercial Power Generation Development, 
and Commercial Timber Harvest. 
 

Concern for the distance from the nearest turbine 
to the boundary of Lake Superior Provincial Park. 
 

The closest turbine to the boundary of Lake Superior 
Provincial Park is approximately 1.5 km.  In addition, a 
visual simulation was conducted and shown at the public 
meeting from the Crescent Lake Campground which is the 
closest campground within the Park to the Project. 
 

Natural 
Environment (3) 
 

For hunters within the area, there is a concern 
related to the effects on the moose population. 
Is the current number of moose within the area 
known and if not, how will a comparison of effects 
be made? 
 

Assessments of Moose aquatic feeding areas have been 
conducted by the MNR and incorporated into Natural 
Heritage Assessment. The Project will avoid significant 
aquatic feeding areas and their associated corridors.  
Sensory disturbance of wildlife, including Moose, using the 
area may occur during construction and to a lessor extent 
during operations as a result of increased on-site human 
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activities (e.g., site preparation, turbine assembly, 
maintenance activities).  However, a certain level of 
sensory disturbance to wildlife resources in the Project 
Study Area already exists from ongoing forestry and 
recreational activities.   
 
Studies related to the sensory effects of constructing and 
operating wind farms on big game resources, carried out in 
the Western U.S., have shown that there is no significant 
effect and no reduction in use of the area immediately 
within wind project locations.  These studies indicate that 
species are either unaffected by this type of development, 
given their small footprint and preservation of the existing 
land-use, or that they can readily adapt to the presence of 
the wind project.  The Project is not expected to impact 
use of the area by Moose or result in a limitation to the 
available food or cover resources. 

Concerned that the wind farm will impact/destroy 
the environment, habitats and wildlife. 
 

A significant amount of work has been done in advance of 
construction to document baseline environmental 
conditions.   
 
Environmental constraints such as the presence of 
wetlands, watercourses and wildlife habitat are key factors 
in siting project infrastructure.   
 
As part of the Renewable Energy Approvals process, we 
are studying local plant and wildlife species to ensure that 
there will be as little impacts as possible on the 
environment from the Project.  Environmental studies are 
required by the provincial government, and we have 
conducted field studies on species and/or habitats of birds, 
amphibians, reptiles, mammals (including bats) and rare 
vegetation.  
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Consistent with the principles of avoidance, project 
infrastructure and associated setbacks ensure that 
environmental constraint areas are avoided to the greatest 
extent possible. Where appropriate, changes to the project 
design will be applied. 

Overall there was not enough information about 
wildlife presented at the public meeting. 
 

The information provided at the First Public Meeting was 
intended to provide an introduction to the  Natural Heritage 
studies being conducted in the Project Study Area 
(including wildlife), as well as to solicit input from the 
Public. Survey data have since been consolidated and 
documented in the Draft Natural Heritage 
Assessment/Environmental Impact Study report, which 
has been made publically available for public viewing and 
comment at least 60 days prior to the Second Public 
Meeting. Detailed information will be available at the 
Second Public Meeting.  

Concern for effects of turbine vibrations on moose 
and fish habitat. 
 

Low frequency noise (LFN) is the term used to describe 
sound energy in the low but audible region ranging from 
approximately 10 to 200 Hz.  LFN is almost always present 
in a quiet background setting and is produced by 
machinery, vehicles, and natural sources including wind, 
waves, and thunder.   To date there is no direct evidence 
of significant impacts to wildlife as a result of wind turbine 
noise or vibration.    

Concerned about bird migration (along the Lake 
Superior coast and into Michigan) and the overall 
avian impacts.  Currently, there is data for 
migratory birds from Whitefish Point, MI, and the 
information indicated that bird species will cross the 
border into Canada, and many of their nesting 
grounds are north of the proposed site. Can you 

As with all structures, there are encounters with birds.  The 
Project is subject to bird mortality thresholds that have 
been developed by the Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) to ensure the protection of population levels.  
Studies will be completed to document baseline 
environmental conditions including information related to 
migratory birds.  Results will be included in the Natural 
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explain the discrepancy, with the data you 
provided? 
 
 
 
 

Heritage Assessment. 
 
If mortality exceeds the thresholds set out by the MNR, 
additional mitigation and contingency measures are 
required to be implemented which can include operational 
controls such as turbine shutdown. 
 
NKLP will continue to work with the MNR to develop an 
appropriate field work program for studying species at risk 
within the project area. If necessary, Suncor will work with 
the Ministry for mitigation and/or net benefits options.  
 

Proponent () 

Who will be the eventual owners of the wind farm? Nodin Kitagan Limited Partnership and Nodin Kitagan 2 
Limited Partnership, by its General Partners Shongwish 
Nodin Kitagan CP Corp. and Shongwish Nodin Kitagan 2 
GP Corp., are the owners of the Project. 
 

Why are First Nations willing to mutilate their land 
for useless technology and kill habitat in the 
process? 
 

As a project partner, the Batchewana First Nation are in 
favour of a managed development process that supports 
sustainable development and that has a well thought out 
plan to identify and mitigate the potential effects of a 
project of this nature.  According to the Batchewana First 
Nation, renewable energy is clearly aligned with the 
principles of the First Nation and having a say over how 
this type of development is planned, constructed and 
managed will ensure that the land and habitats are 
protected, while reducing the carbon footprint of this and 
future generations ... 

Consultation  

What is the time frame for the approval process 
(final public meeting before the end of 2012?) 
 

The final public meeting is being held on December 13, 
2012.  Following the public meeting, the REA reports will 
be updated and an application will be made to the Ministry 
of the Environment early in 2013. 
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Would like to be provided with more information on 
the Hayden Lake projects.  
 

The Bow Lake Wind Farm is not associated with the 
Hayden Lakes projects and as such can not provide 
additional information as requested. 

Why is more information provided through SOAR, 
than the REA process? 
 

Numerous technical studies have been completed for the 
Project as part of the REA process including a Natural 
Heritage Assessment/Environmental Impact Study, a 
Heritage Impact Assessment and Construction Plan 
Report. These reports were released in draft form in 
October 2012 and far exceed any information provided by 
community groups such as SOAR. 
 

The style of the public meeting needs to be revised 
to allow for broader discussion as a whole group 
instead of smaller one-on-one sessions. 
 

The format of the meeting provided stakeholders the 
opportunity to view project information (display boards) at 
their own pace, review existing literature, and ask project 
representatives specific questions on a one to one basis.  
It was also an opportunity for Project representatives to 
better understand the perspectives of our stakeholders so 
that their views are taken into consideration as we 
continue our project planning.  We believe this approach 
leads to an effective way of communication between 
stakeholders and Project representatives. 
 
All comments and concerns received at the public 
meetings will continue to be recorded and will be included 
as part of the Project’s REA Application to the MOE. 
 

Does the community want this wind farm and have 
they been asked?  This information should be 
measured and have a pivotal effect on the decision 
of whether there will be a wind farm. 
 

Stakeholder consultation is a significant component of any 
project. As part of our consultation process, NKLP seeks 
feedback from the community and will incorporate this 
feedback into the Project design where applicable, 
appropriate and possible. NKLP will continue to consult 
with stakeholders regarding the Project over the course of 
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the REA process and will document this information as 
part of our submission to the Ministry of the Environment.  
In addition, the government of Ontario, on behalf of 
Ontario residents, made a direct commitment to the 
generation of renewable electricity by establishing wind 
power as a part of Ontario’s overall electricity supply mix. 
 

The timing of the public meeting was limited and 
difficult to travel to. An additional meeting is 
recommended; and a public meeting should occur 
in Sault Ste. Marie. 
 

The public meeting was held at a venue that met the 
location requirements of O. Reg. 359/09 and was in close 
proximity to both the Project Location and the closest city 
centre (Sault Ste. Marie).  The venue was located only 
approximately 10 km from Sault Ste. Marie and thus is not 
considered to be a considerable distance for residents of 
Sault Ste. Marie to travel.  In addition, the timing of the 
meeting (5 to 8 PM) allowed stakeholders to attend after 
normal work hours and the format allowed them to attend 
at any time throughout the meeting and have an 
opportunity to ask the Project team questions. 
 

Is consultation with Batchewana First Nation 
complete?  Why are permits needed from the 
Batchewana First Nation? 

Aboriginal engagement is an integral component of 
renewable energy development in the province and NKLP 
has engaged in discussions with several Aboriginal 
communities regarding this Project, and consultation is 
ongoing.  These discussions will be documented and 
submitted as part of the REA application. 
Given that the Project falls within the territory of the 
Batchewana First Nation, NKLP has obtained various 
approvals permitting the development, construction, 
operation, repowering and decommissioning of the Project. 
 

There was only the ‘pros’ of wind farms provided at 
the meeting, and no ‘cons,’ to make an informed 
judgment, the community needs to see both. 

Factual information about the Project was provided at the 
public meeting, whether that information is considered 
“pros” or “cons” towards wind power.  In addition, various 
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 technical staff (e.g. biologists, scientists, cultural heritage 

experts, etc.) along with Project representatives 
experienced in all facets of wind power project 
development was present to answer any questions from 
stakeholders. 
 

There has been no local consultation with the 
residents except after the fact – just a deal 
developed between the power companies and the 
misguided Government of Ontario. 
 

Consultation regarding the Project was initiated in 
November 2007 and has been on-going since that time.  
Formal notification under the REA process for the currently 
proposed version of the Project began in August 2012 and 
has included a public meeting (a second meeting will be 
held December 13, 2012) and the issuance of Draft REA 
reports for public review and comment (for a minimum of 
60 days).  The notion that there has been no local 
consultation is completely false. 
 

Opposition (8) 
 

Wind turbines are not a good sight and create a 
bad appearance in the community. For instance, 
the Prince Project wind farm can be seen at 
Batchewana, and it is a huge eyesore. 
 

Given the large scale of wind turbines, viewscapes from 
some areas surrounding the Project Location will be 
altered due to the presence of the Project, however the 
potential effect associated with this change is based on 
individual perceptions.  In an effort to minimize the 
potential change, the wind turbines have been set back 
from the Lake Superior shoreline, reducing their visibility 
from common local vantage points along Highway 17 and 
Lake Superior Provincial Park.  In addition, the forested 
nature of the local landscape assists in screening the 
Project from many potential vantage points (as shown 
within the visual simulations). 
 

Other (8) 
 

Wind farms are an issue because the power is 
needed in southern Ontario and yet they are being 
erected in our community. 

The government of Ontario has made a direct commitment 
to the generation of renewable electricity by establishing 
wind power as a part of Ontario’s overall electricity supply 
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 mix.  Ontarians currently rely on an electricity supply mix 

that is produced from numerous sources throughout the 
Province including generating stations in the Greater 
Toronto Area, wind facilities in Essex County, to hydro-
electric facilities on the Montreal River. 
 

Why are turbines required when there is already a 
surplus generation of electricity? 
 

New power plants are required to meet the increasing 
demand for electricity and to replace aging power plants.  
To achieve this goal, the government of Ontario has made 
a direct commitment to the generation of renewable 
electricity by establishing wind power as a part of Ontario’s 
overall electricity supply mix. 
 

Have permits for the initiation of part or all of the 
work already been granted? Has work on the site 
actually begun? 
 

Other than on-site geotechnical studies completed to 
inform project design, and have been approved by the 
MNR, no permits or authorizations have been granted 
which would allow for the construction of the Project. 
Given this, no works related to the construction of the 
Project have begun at the site. 
 

There are significant holes in the studies of the 
Project and they should be re-done. 

At the time of the September 6, 2012 public meeting, only 
the Draft Project Description Report had been released for 
public review and comment.  At that time, the document 
contained only a preliminary review of potential effects and 
has since been updated and accompanied by the other 
reports as required under O. Reg. 359/09 including the 
Natural Heritage Assessment/Environmental Impact Study.   
 

Confusion between the Bow Lake project, and 
Goulais and Mica Bay projects (people are near 
both). 
 

The Goulais Wind Project is located near the Goulais River 
and is being proposed by Sprott Power Corp. and the Mica 
Bay Wind Project being proposed by Gilead Power Corp. 
and is located south of the Bow Lake Wind Farm. 
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How does this project compare to the Prince Wind 
Project? 
 

The Prince Wind Farm consists of 126 wind turbines (GE 
1.5 MW machines). At the time the wind farm was 
constructed, it was Canada’s largest wind project. The 
Project has a footprint of approximately 300 hectares and 
annually generates enough electricity to power 60,000 
homes. The GE 1.5 MW wind turbine generally has a hub 
height of 80 m and a rotor diameter of 70.5 – 82.5 m. 
 
The Bow Lake Wind Farm will consist of 36 turbines (GE 
1.6 MW machines), each with a hub height of 96 m and a 
rotor diameter of 100 m. 
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The following table summarizes the comments provided during and after (via the questionnaire and email) the December 13, 2012 
Final Public Meeting for the Nodin Kitagan Limited Partnership Bow Lake Wind Farm (the” Project”).  The number in the bracket 
beside each theme indicates the number of similar comments received. 

Theme Comment Response 

Employment 
Opportunities (2) 
 

The six jobs that NKLP claims will be created by 
wind project seem quite miniscule. 
 

During construction, it is expected that on average 60-80 
persons may be directly employed. Once commissioned, 
approximately 4-6 full-time operators will maintain the 
facility.  Indirect employment benefits will also result from 
the project during operation with the use of local 
contractors and services. 
 

The high electrical costs will lead to loss of jobs 
currently and in the future. 
 

Electricity costs are increasing for Ontarians due to 
multiple factors including payments for stranded debt, 
refurbishment of existing infrastructure, and the increased 
cost of building new power plants to replace aging power 
plants and meet increasing demand. 
The Feed in Tariff (FIT) contract awarded to the 
proposed wind energy project would pay 13.5 cents / 
KWh. The FIT contract rate was set by the government to 
attract investment to Ontario and create jobs in the 
renewable energy sector. 
 

Local Economy / 
Tourism (14) 
 

Concerned that the tourism revenues will decrease 
and have impact on local economy. 
 
The diminished wilderness value caused by wind 
turbine presence will be an economic blow to the 
provincial park and tourism operators in the area. 
 

As part of the Heritage Impact Assessment (“HIA”) 
completed for the Project, an assessment of the potential 
effects on the tourist industry (from a cultural heritage 
perspective) was completed. In terms of impact upon the 
tourism industry, the evidence points to minimal impact. In 
addition, the assessment included a survey of tourism 
operators. The findings from respondents to a survey of 
tourist operators along with other aspects of the 
assessment indicate no negative impact of the Project 
upon their business. Indeed, some suggest that it may 
actually stimulate additional business, as the Project would 
be one more interesting attraction in the area north of 
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Theme Comment Response 
Sault Ste. Marie. 
 

What are the net economic benefits of this project 
to the Algoma Region? 
 

There are several benefits associated with the 
development of the Project including: 

 Job creation during construction, operations, and 
decommissioning. 

 Local investment including the procurement of 
supplies and specialized services. 

 Upgrades and maintenance of public multi-use 
roads for recreational users. 

 Creation of electricity through the use of a 
renewable resource. 

 Contributes to the stabilization of long-term 
electricity costs because wind is not a finite 
resource to be depleted, and it does not increase in 
price over time. 

 Partnership with a local First Nation. 
 

Wind farms will impact the “wilderness 
experience/appeal” of the area. 
 
 
 

Other than a potential short term disruption to wildlife 
including game species during the construction of the 
Project (e.g. as a result of noise from construction 
vehicles), the Project is not anticipated to have a long term 
negative impact on game species and thus impact hunting 
and other recreational uses of the site.  In addition, other 
existing uses of the Project area include logging, hydro-
electric generation, electricity transmission, mining/quarry, 
and municipal waste disposal. The introduction of wind 
turbines with these existing uses is not anticipated to 
negatively impact any “wilderness experience” of the 
Project area.   
 

The claim that the wind project will have minimal 
effect on the tourism appeal of the area seems 
facile.  The loss of reputation of the land as a 

The results of the HIA including the assessment of 
potential effects to tourism were provided to the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport for review and comment.  The 
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Theme Comment Response 
wilderness destination will take years to recover. 
Why is compensation for the loss of reputation not 
included in the proposal? 
 

Ministry has reviewed the report and was satisfied with the 
recommendations and conclusions made within the report. 
 

Visual Impacts  
(8) 

Concern for disturbance to viewscape of certain 
areas painted by the Group of Seven.  
 
The landscape, spectacular Trans-Canada 
Highway drive, and heritage locations (Group of 
Seven) are iconic and we should be protecting and 
preserving this national treasure – not destroying it 
with wind turbines. 
 

The HIA was prepared for the Project to evaluate potential 
effects on regional cultural heritage resources within the 
Zone of Visual Impact. This included Group of Seven 
landscapes and the Great Lakes Heritage Coast.  The 
report concluded: 
 While the wind turbines will be visible to varying 

extents from different cultural heritage resource 
locations, the Project will have limited effects on 
cultural heritage resources in the area. 

 Various design and turbine siting considerations have 
already been undertaken in order to minimize potential 
effects on cultural heritage resources, and the HIA did 
not recommend further mitigation. 

The Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport has reviewed 
the report and was satisfied with this recommendation. 
 

The statement in the Cultural Heritage Report, that 
no turbines can been seen in the painting sites is 
completely false. 
 

As documented in the HIA, 26 painting locations were 
identified within the region, twelve of which were 
potentially within the Zone of Visual Impact (the area within 
which the wind turbines would be visible). Of these, it 
would not be possible to see proposed wind turbines within 
any of the painted viewscapes, several of which have 
already been significantly altered from their painted state 
by hydroelectric development on the Montreal River. 
 

Concern for impacts the turbine towers will have on 
the night sky and view of the “star scape.” 
 

Federal regulations set by Transport Canada require that 
all wind projects have navigation lighting to ensure the 
safety of aircraft in the area. NKLP will work with Transport 
Canada to minimize the lighting requirements of the 
Project while still meeting all regulatory requirements in an 
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Theme Comment Response 
effort to address stakeholder concerns related to potential 
light pollution. Unlike the Prince Wind Project, not all 
turbines for this Project will require navigation lighting. 
 

The attempt to show how wind turbines will look is 
grossly understated and highly misrepresentative 
(as they will be quite visible from almost 
everywhere along the water). 
 

The visual simulations of the Project that were presented 
at the public meeting were from several vantage points 
including those along the Lake Superior coastline which 
generally resulted in only intermittent views of the Project.  
This was a result of the varying topography of the area. 
 

The issue is not how it will look from a few 
carefully-chosen vantage points; but how much of 
the Heritage Coast view will be destroyed by the 
inclusion of massive wind towers. 
There are already negative visual impacts to 
Goulais Bay and Pancake Bay due to the Prince 
Wind Farm. 
 

In an effort to minimize the potential visual change, the 
wind turbines have been set back from the Lake Superior 
shoreline (unlike the Prince Wind Farm), reducing their 
visibility from common local vantage points along Highway 
17 and Lake Superior Provincial Park.  In addition, the 
forested nature of the local landscape assists in screening 
the Project from many potential vantage points (as shown 
within the visual simulations). 
 

Cultural Heritage 

Cultural heritage report is substandard and 
inaccurate.  The cultural heritage of the area is not 
being taken seriously. 
 

The HIA was provided to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Sport for review and comment.  The Ministry has 
reviewed the report and was satisfied with the 
recommendations and conclusions made within the report. 
 

The concept of the Group of Seven is the 
experience of the wilderness and sheer natural 
beauty without the inclusion of wind turbines, which 
will destroy the Heritage Coast. 
 

The HIA included an assessment of the Potential effect of 
the Project on identified Group of Seven Painted 
landscapes in addition to a more inclusive approach of 
assessing the overall visual impact to the area.   The HIA 
was provided to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
for review and comment.  The Ministry has reviewed the 
report and was satisfied with the recommendations and 
conclusions made within the report. 
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Infrastructure 
/Technology 

During peak demands, how can expensive 
electricity be provided when it is not being 
produced, since wind turbines do not operate due 
during low amounts of wind in July & August as 
well as in the winter which corresponds to peak 
demand times. 
 

Wind power plays an important role in a diverse energy 
supply mix in Ontario.   The IESO has implemented a 
centralized wind power forecasting system to predict the 
amount of wind energy that will be produced by the 
Provinces wind turbines ahead of time which enables them 
to effectively balance supply (from all generators including 
wind) and demand. 
 

How many kilowatts of power have to be produced 
to get 1 kilowatt to the GTA? 
 

The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) 
balances the supply and demand for electricity in 
Ontario and directs the flow of electricity across the 
province’s transmission lines. According to the IESO, the 
power produced by the Bow Lake Wind Farm will be 
consumed in and around Sault Ste. Marie. 
Currently, Sault Ste. Marie receives a portion of its 
electricity via transmission lines from southern Ontario, 
although other energy projects in the region, including 
wind, hydro and solar, can significantly contribute towards 
meeting the local energy demands. 
 

The damage incurred on the roads (i.e., frost boils 
from kilometer 15 to the Phase II site) have yet to 
be repaired and a letter to local MNR has not been 
answered. 

Potential damage to local roads has been identified as a 
potential impact within the Construction Plan Report, 
however, wear on local roads is anticipated to be minimal 
and any excessive road damage will be repaired by the 
Proponent. The Ministry of Transportation will be consulted 
regarding any necessary agreements related to use of 
roads under their jurisdiction for transportation of Project 
materials, in addition to obtaining the required permits for 
use of provincial highways. 
 

Cost (3) 

Concern for costs associated with transmission 
from northern location to southern Ontario (loss of 
capacity en route).  
 

The Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) 
balances the supply and demand for electricity in 
Ontario and directs the flow of electricity across the 
province’s transmission lines. According to the IESO, the 
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Theme Comment Response 
power produced by the Bow Lake Wind Farm will be 
consumed in and around Sault Ste. Marie. 
Currently, Sault Ste. Marie receives a portion of its 
electricity via transmission lines from southern Ontario, 
although other energy projects in the region, including 
wind, hydro and solar, can significantly contribute towards 
meeting the local energy demands. 
 

If companies get the go ahead to proceed with 
projects, they should pay the full price and not 
receive subsidies from the government, especially 
since the government cannot afford subsidies. 
 

As described below, companies are paid for the energy 
produced by the Project and are not provided subsidies or 
any other forms of payment.  The Project is completely 
financed by the Proponent. 
 
The Feed in Tariff (FIT) contract awarded to the 
proposed wind energy project would pay 13.5 cents / 
KWh. The contract has a term of 20 years to match the 
economic life of the project. The FIT contract rate was set 
by the government to attract investment to Ontario and 
create jobs in the renewable energy sector. The 
price for renewable energy, above the Regulated Price 
Plan (RPP), is paid for by ratepayers. 
 

How much less would it cost to build wind turbines 
close to the end users  (i.e., near urban centres)  
 

Up to 75% of the cost to develop wind power sites is the 
capital cost of the Wind Turbines and transformers 
themselves.   Much of the remaining costs are site 
development (roads, site preparation, etc.) and electrical 
interconnection related costs which are based on site 
specific factors such as distance to the interconnection 
point to the Provincial grid, and not dependent on how far 
the site is from urban centres. 
 

Who came up with the calculations for rent on 
Crown Land? It is interesting how some areas in 
Ontario are worth thirty times the land value then 

The Ministry of Natural Resources is responsible for the 
management and administration of Crown Lands, including 
land tenure including leasing and sale of Crown Lands.   
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Theme Comment Response 
what the per hectare price is set at. 
 

According to the MNR, the Crown Land lease rates and 
sale prices are based on fair market value for the lands. 

Decommissioning 
(2) 

Concerned about decommissioning of turbines and 
that there will not be enough finances to dismantle 
equipment properly and restore the habitat to its 
former condition.  
  

A Decommissioning Plan Report has been prepared which 
identifies how NKLP is committed to returning the site to a 
safe and clean condition after decommissioning in 
accordance with Ministry of the Environment (“MOE”) and 
Ministry of Natural Resources (“MNR”) requirements. 
Nodin Kitagan Limited Partnership (“NKLP”), as the owner 
of the proposed wind power project, is responsible for the 
decommissioning of the Project including the cost of 
component removal.  Sufficient funds will be available for 
the decommissioning of the Project. 
 

What will happen to the decommissioning plan and 
the finances devoted to it, if in 20 years the 
development is sold to another company? 
 
 

In the event that the Project is sold to another company, 
the purchaser of the Project would be bound by the 
requirements of the REA approval including the 
decommissioning of the Project. 
 

Health (3) & 
Safety  
 

Concerned about health impacts. Should be a 
moratorium on all wind farms projects until the 
results of study have been published. 
 
 
 

Health Canada, in collaboration with Statistics Canada, 
recently announced that it will conduct a research study to 
explore the relationship between wind turbine noise and 
health effects reported by, and objectively measured in, 
people living near wind power developments. NKLP is 
supportive of additional peer reviewed scientific studies on 
the topic and is committed to improving our best practices 
of wind power project design and operation as these 
studies draw conclusions on the topic. 
Additionally, as concluded within the Design and 
Operations Report, with adherence to safety policies and 
procedures identified in the Report, and the mitigation 
measures proposed, there is minimal increased or new 
risk to public health and safety. 
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There is insufficient scientific data to conclude 
whether there is a relationship to exposure to wind 
turbine noise and harm to human health. 
 

In “The Potential Health Impact of Wind Turbines” (May 
2010), Ontario's Chief Medical Officer of Health examined 
the scientific literature, including studies from Europe, 
related to wind turbines and public health, considering 
potential effects, such as dizziness, headaches, and sleep 
disturbance.  
 
The report concluded that: 
“…the scientific evidence available to date does not 
demonstrate a direct causal link between wind turbine 
noise and adverse health effects. The sound level from 
wind turbines at common residential setbacks is not 
sufficient to cause hearing impairment or other direct 
health effects, although some people may find it 
annoying”. 
 
The report also concluded that low frequency sound and 
infrasound from current generation upwind model turbines 
are well below the pressure sound levels at which known 
health effects occur. 
 

Concern for fire safety; there should be 
preventative fire retardant systems in place, in case 
the equipment catches on fire. 
 
 

As part of the MNR approvals and permitting process, 
NKLP will be required to develop a Forest Fire 
Preparedness Plan which will include preventative and 
emergency measures. 

Property Values 
(2) 

What is the effect of property values for local 
residents after the installation of a wind farm? 
 

Given the remote location of the Project, property values of 
nearby areas/communities such as Montreal River and 
Batchewana Bay are not anticipated to be impacted by the 
Project. 

In a general sense, there are conflicting views on the 
effects of wind power projects on property value. To date, 
we have not seen any studies that have shown long term 
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decreases in property values.  

Renewable 
Energy Approval 
Process (2) 

This project has followed the government 
guidelines for the required environmental and 
cultural studies; however these guidelines are 
completely inadequate and the ecological studies 
are not designed to identify migration in the area. 
 

As noted, the Project has adhered to the extensive 
requirements of Ontario Regulation 359/09 including the 
completion of natural and cultural heritage studies.  
Studies have been completed to document baseline 
environmental conditions including information related to 
migratory birds.  Results have been included in the Natural 
Heritage Assessment. 
 

The process is undemocratic. The rights of Ontario 
taxpayers have been taken away by the Provincial 
Government. 
Further legislation adjustments have reduced the 
criteria for wind developers and made it easier to 
develop, which makes it questionable about the 
accuracy of the scientific reports and the integrity of 
the governments concern about wildlife in Ontario. 
 
 

Comments noted.  The Renewable Energy Approvals 
(REA) regulation sets out the strict environmental and 
consultative requirements for renewable energy projects. 
Each REA application is carefully reviewed by a team of 
Ministry of Environment experts that includes engineers, 
scientists and technical experts. The review team ensures 
the application satisfies all regulatory requirements. 

Location/Land 
Use (3) 
 

Why is it necessary to build wind farms in close 
proximity to people and major highways? 
 

Wind Projects are being developed throughout Ontario 
including locations such as Essex and Lambton County in 
Southern Ontario.  Wind Projects are typically developed 
in areas with a strong wind resource, available land base, 
and close to existing transmission facilities, all of which 
apply to the Bow Lake Project.  This Project is also 
extremely remote in that there are only a few “noise 
receptors” within 1.5 km of the Project. 
 

Will there be access for hikers, hunters, loggers, 
etc.? And can NKLP guarantee that there will be 
full access for all once the construction is 
complete? 

Project-specific roads such as those connecting public 
multi-use roads to wind turbine sites will likely be equipped 
with locked access gates for public safety and security 
reasons. Existing public roads and new/upgraded FMP 
roads will not be gated and will remain open for public use 
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following construction. 
To address concerns related to land access during 
construction, there will be some localized, infrequent and 
temporary closures of roads for the purposes of ensuring 
public safety during construction and major maintenance 
activities. In order to allow continued access for members 
of the public to Crown lands, alternate access routes via 
existing roads may be described in site signage (where 
practical and where alternate access routes are available).  
If utilized, site signage would be located at main access 
points to the Project area such as MacKay Road, Mile 67 
Road, and Trim Lake Road. 
 
Recreational uses such as snowmobiling will not be 
permitted adjacent to work sites during construction as it 
would be unsafe due to the large construction equipment 
on-site and safety of the workers.  However, following 
construction, snowmobiling will be permitted on the public 
multi-use and Forest Management Plan (FMP) roads. 
 
In addition, existing and proposed public multi-use and 
FMP roads will be upgraded and/or constructed, thus 
potentially improving recreational opportunities within the 
area.   However, access to previously inaccessible areas 
has been minimized to the extent practical through the use 
of existing roads and trails for Project access. 
 

The wind project will destroy hundreds of acres of 
prime wood land. 

The Project and surrounding area is primarily forested land 
and is actively harvested by Clergue pursuant to their 
Sustainable Forest Licence.  This licence was issued by 
the MNR, which grants Clergue the right to cut and remove 
timber on and from the area. Overlapping Licence 
Agreements have been executed between the Project and 
Clergue, which address the selective clearing required to 
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facilitate construction of the Project and on-going clearing 
requirements (e.g., dangerous tree removal and tree re-
growth trimming at wind turbine and electrical collector line 
locations) during operations. 
 

Natural 
Environment (3) 
 

Turtle species are present within the area of the 
Project; however they are not mentioned in any of 
the information provided for the project.  
 

In accordance with REA requirements potential Turtle 
Nesting Areas are being evaluated and potential impacts 
will be mitigated. Please see NHA Report Table 3.1; Table 
3.10, Table 4.1 and Section 5.6.1 for additional detail. 
    

Concern for extraction of water (for concrete, etc.) 
from the small ponds adjacent to the roads. Water 
should be taken from Bow Lake, Negick Lake or 
Montreal River. 
 

It is anticipated that water-taking activities associated with 
the Project will not result in any long-term, negative effects 
to aquatic organisms within the water bodies of the 
extraction points as the volume of water taken from any 
water feature will not exceed 50,000 L/day (the threshold 
at which a Permit to Take Water is required from the 
MOE). 
 

Concerned about the lack of information for bird 
migration patterns in the area, which was not 
included within the report. When will proper bird 
migration studies be completed? 
 

As with all structures, there are encounters with birds.  The 
Project is subject to bird mortality thresholds that have 
been developed by the MNR to ensure the protection of 
population levels.  Studies have been completed to 
document baseline environmental conditions including 
information related to migratory birds.  Results have been 
included in the Natural Heritage Assessment. 
 
If mortality exceeds the thresholds set out by the MNR, 
additional mitigation and contingency measures are 
required to be implemented which can include operational 
controls such as turbine shutdown. 
 
NKLP will continue to work with the MNR to develop an 
appropriate field work program for studying species at risk 
within the project area. If necessary, NKLP will work with 
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the Ministry for mitigation and/or net benefits options.  
 

When considering bird monitoring, must realize 
these are not the only wind turbines in the area, 
there will be turbines all along the eastern shore of 
Lake Superior, which will not allow any place for 
birds to avoid. 
 

Scientists at regulatory agencies are continually reviewing 
appropriate bird mortality thresholds. Post construction 
monitoring at the Bow Lake project will be undertaken in 
accordance with the Bird and Bird Habitat Guidelines For 
Wind Power Projects produced by the MNR. The Bow 
Lake Wind Farm will be managed to maintain mortality 
rates below the thresholds as set by regulatory agencies 
including MNR in consultation with Canadian Wildlife 
Service.   
    

Concerned for the Canadian Warbler. Can this be 
mitigated by cutting brush around towers on a 3, 4, 
or 5 year rotation, providing a continuing series of 
early successional growth?  
 

Based on the field studies conducted in support of the 
NHA more than adequate habitat for Canada Warbler will 
be left undisturbed outside the Turbine locations. MNR 
indicates that preferred habitat for Canada Warbler is 
dense forests with a closed canopy, especially wet 
bottomlands and shrubby riparian areas. Such habitat 
cannot be created under turbine sites.  
 

The claim that there will be minimal effects on 
wildlife seems facile, since there will be noise and 
human presence associated with wind turbines to 
drive animals away. 
 

A detailed assessment of the potential effects along with 
mitigation measures, monitoring commitments and 
contingency plans related to wildlife and wildlife habitat 
from the construction and operation of the Project is 
provided within the Natural Heritage Assessment.  This 
includes an assessment of the potential effects associated 
with construction activities (including noise, human activity, 
etc.). 
 

Proponent  

Accountability of proponents for long term 
commitments is a concern (Bow Lake has changed 
hands several times already). 

The commitments made as part of the REA process are 
enforceable under the Environmental Protection Act and 
must be carried out by the Proponent (regardless of the 
owner of the Project). 
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Consultation (2)  

The public meeting format is not conducive to good 
information sharing. The meeting should have 
incorporated audience participation, where 
questions and answers could be heard by all in 
attendance. 
  
 

The format of the meeting provided stakeholders the 
opportunity to view project information (display boards) at 
their own pace, review existing literature, and ask project 
representatives specific questions on a one to one basis.  
It was also an opportunity for Project representatives to 
better understand the perspectives of our stakeholders so 
that their views are taken into consideration as we 
continue our project planning.  We believe this approach 
leads to an effective way of communication between 
stakeholders and Project representatives. 
 
All comments and concerns received at the public 
meetings will continue to be recorded and will be included 
as part of the Project’s REA Application to the MOE. 
 

It appears that public input for the REA process is a 
“sham”, as no matter what the objections, the 
project will commence. (It appears the construction 
of the roads for the project has already occurred.) 
 

Stakeholder consultation is a significant component of any 
project. As part of our consultation process, NKLP seeks 
feedback from the community and will incorporate this 
feedback into the Project design where applicable, 
appropriate and possible. NKLP will continue to consult 
with stakeholders regarding the Project over the course of 
the REA process and will document this information as 
part of our submission to the MOE.   
 
Construction of the Project has not commenced and 
cannot commence until the required approvals and permits 
have been received. 
 

There is a lack of local input considered in decision 
making process. 
 

Consultation regarding the Project was initiated in 
November 2007 and has been on-going since that time.  
Formal notification under the REA process for the currently 
proposed version of the Project began in August 2012 and 
has included two public meetings and the issuance of Draft 
REA reports for public review and comment (for more than 
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60 days).  The notion that there has been no local 
consultation is completely false. 
 

The lack of actual information presented at the 
meeting was frustrating and was facile, 
unsubstantiated claims about effects. 
 

Factual information about the Project was provided at the 
public meeting, whether that information is considered 
“pros” or “cons” towards wind power.  In addition, various 
technical staff (e.g. biologists, scientists, cultural heritage 
experts, etc.) along with Project representatives 
experienced in all facets of wind power project 
development was present to answer any questions from 
stakeholders. 
 

Have property owners (from St. Joe Island, Echo 
Bay, Goulais Mission, Goulias Point, Red Point, 
Batchewana, Pancake and Mavnainse) been asked 
what the rows of red flashing lights from the Prince 
Wind Project have done to their night sky or view of 
the landscape? 
 

The Bow Lake Wind Farm is not associated with the 
Prince Wind Farm.  Night time aviation warning lights are a 
regulatory requirement of Transport Canada. The Bow 
Lake project layout has been arranged in clusters, as 
opposed to strings of turbines and will minimize the 
number of lit turbines while meeting Transport Canada 
standards.  Residents of the areas mentioned were able to 
submit their comments to the Project through the 
Stakeholder engagement process, including the two Public 
Meetings held at Aweres Public School. 
 

Opposition (8) 
 

How can this level of destruction be justified for 20 
years of power generation? (would like explanation 
of 20 year timeframe) 
 

The Feed in Tariff (FIT) contract awarded to the proposed 
wind energy project has a term of 20 years. If the contract 
is extended beyond 20 years, the Project may be 
operational for more than 20 years. The typical life 
expectancy of a typical wind turbine is 25 to 30 years.  
However, it is not uncommon for well-maintained projects 
to have a longer useful life than the design life. 
 

This development would have a serious adverse 
impact on several socio-economic and ecological 
areas - strong opposition to the Bow Lake Wind 

Comment noted.  Responses to issues such as economic 
and natural environment impacts have been provided 
under the appropriate theme. 
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Theme Comment Response 
Project. 
 
This wind project is about money for the 
developers and the government not truly about 
‘green energy,’ wind power does not replace other 
sources of electricity.  
 

The government of Ontario has made a direct commitment 
to the generation of renewable electricity by establishing 
wind power as a part of Ontario’s overall electricity supply 
mix.  Ontarians currently rely on an electricity supply mix 
that is produced from numerous sources throughout the 
Province including generating stations in the Greater 
Toronto Area, wind facilities in Essex County, to hydro-
electric facilities on the Montreal River. 
 

Why does Northern Ontario have to supply the 
energy needs of people below the 401, especially 
when the Drummond Report indicates that wind 
power, the FIT program and many solar projects 
were ill conceived? 
 

According to the IESO, the power produced by the Bow 
Lake Wind Farm will be consumed in and around Sault 
Ste. Marie.  Currently, Sault Ste. Marie receives a portion 
of its electricity via transmission lines from southern 
Ontario, although other energy projects in the region, 
including wind, hydro and solar, can significantly contribute 
towards meeting the local energy demands. 
 

Claims that the effects of single power 
development are minimal to the area is dishonest 
and an attempt to gloss over the fact that this is 
only one of many proposals.  
 

There are only two proposed wind projects in the region 
that have obtained FIT contracts with the Ontario Power 
Authority (“OPA”) one of which is the Bow Lake Project.  
The other Project (Goulais) approximately 60 km south of 
the Bow Lake Project. Without interconnection to the 
transmission grid and a contract with the OPA, no 
electricity project can proceed. 
 

If it is truly public land then why not put the use of 
the land to a democratic vote? 
 

Use of Crown land is directed via the policies identified 
within the Crown Land Use Policy Atlas (developed by the 
MNR).  As identified within the Crown Land Use Policy 
Atlas, the general land use intent for the lands in which the 
Project Location will be situated is forest management, 
mineral exploration, mining, hydroelectric power 
generation, tourism, Crown land recreation, and public 
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Theme Comment Response 
recreation. In addition, all other land uses will be permitted 
in the area. Specifically, this includes, but is not limited to, 
activities such as Aggregate Extraction, Commercial 
Power Generation Development, and Commercial Timber 
Harvest. 
 

Why are you ignoring other world countries that are 
abandoning wind power projects after years of 
having them? 
 

Globally, countries are not abandoning wind power 
projects.  On the contrary, the wind energy industry 
continues to see strong growth globally.  In addition, 
governments around the world continue to set aggressive 
renewable energy targets.  For example the European 
Union intends to source 20% of its energy from renewable 
sources, including wind power, by 2020. 
 

 
Support (3) 

Love wind turbines. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

No problem with wind farms as long as it is 
properly sited, and a full EIS completed (satisfied 
with the Draft EIS for this project). 
 

Thank you for your support. 

Compared to many other means of power 
generation, wind has little or no harmful 
environmental impacts. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

First Nations 
Consultation  

According to newspapers the Batchewana First 
Nation (“BFN”) and Michipicoten First Nation have 
been dealing with various Ministries and wind 
generation companies since 2007; when were the 
tax payers going to be informed of this. 
 

Aboriginal engagement is an integral component of 
renewable energy development in the province and NKLP 
has engaged in discussions with several Aboriginal 
communities regarding this Project since 2007, and 
consultation is ongoing.  These discussions have been 
documented and submitted as part of the REA application. 
Given that the Project falls within the territory of the 
Batchewana First Nation, NKLP has obtained various 
approvals permitting the development, construction, 
operation, repowering and decommissioning of the Project. 
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Theme Comment Response 
 

What agency or delegated officials gave BFN the 
rights to the lands of the project? 
 

The Project lies within the traditional territory of the BFN. 

Why did the BFN get involved with project? Renewable energy is clearly aligned with the principles of 
the First Nation and having input into how this type of 
development is planned, constructed and managed will 
ensure that the land and habitats are protected while 
reducing the carbon footprint and harmful emissions of 
power generation for this and future generations. 
 

Why would BFN go against historical traditions (if 
not for money), when other First Nations in the 
Northwest and others throughout Ontario are 
forming stewardships to protect wild places, natural 
landscapes and waterways? 
 

Renewable energy is clearly aligned with the principles of 
the First Nation and having input into how this type of 
development is planned, constructed and managed will 
ensure that the land and habitats are protected while 
reduce the carbon footprint and harmful emissions of 
power generation for this and future generations. 

 

 




